
Course Syllabus

    West Mecklenburg High School


2013-2014
Algebra I

Instructor: Ms. Christian Lott

Room: 807

Phone: 980-343-6080

Email:
Christianb.lott@cms.k12.nc.us
Class Times: 1st, 3rd, and 4th periods

Planning Period: 2nd Period

Course Text: 
Prentice Hall, Algebra 1, 2011 


Website: 
www.poweralgebra.com

Rationale:
This course is designed for students who consistently exceed the objectives and expectations of the essential curriculum, both in terms of content knowledge and application.  Coursework includes an emphasis on abstract materials and requires extensive independent work, self-discipline, and commitment to meet rigorous expectations and timelines.  Successful completion of this coursework will allow the students to earn high school credit and will prepare students for post-high school education. 

	Materials:  (Each student is responsible for bringing the following items to class every day.) 

· Interactive Notebook

· Graphing Calculator *

· Loose-leaf paper 

· PENCILS, PENCILS, PENCILS!!! 

· Pens

	Each student will be responsible for keeping an organized interactive notebook.  During each unit assessment, notebooks will be collected and graded for content and completion. Homework will be assigned weekly.


	*Graphing Calculators Many of the course objectives require that students are familiar with the keystrokes and features needed to solve all types of problems.  Therefore, the graphing calculators serve as a learning and motivational tool all year long.  If a student does not have his/her own personal calculator, there will be some available for use in class only.  

Behavioral Expectations:

Each student is expected to be:

· Prompt – be in your seat with all required materials when the bell sounds 

· Prepared – physically (assignment, supplies) and mentally 

· Polite – respectful, treat others the way you want to be treated 

· Positive Mental Attitude – promote a positive classroom environment (any behavior that interrupts the learning environment will not be tolerated – this includes talking during instruction, when others are talking, and during quizzes and tests) 

· Participate – be actively engaged in class 

· Produce – show us your BEST quality and quantity 

Rules: 

1. Do Your Best Always

2. Respect Everyone’s thoughts, opinions, and space.

3. Follow all directions the first time

4. Come to class on time with materials ready to LEARN!!

 

Consequences:

1. Warning

2. Teacher Choice

3. Parent Contact

4. Disciplinary referral to administration

Academic Grading Policy: 

· Unit Assessments, Projects, and Quizzes = 70% 

· Class work, Notebook Checks, and Exit Tickets = 20%

· Homework = 10%

Grading Scale:

· 93- 100                  A

· 85-92                      B

· 77-84                      C

· 70-76                      D

· 69 and under       F



	* Grading will be done in a manner so that it is interpreted as a measure of learning and will not include controllable nonacademic factors as extra points for signatures, loss of points for writing in ink, etc.  My purpose for grading is to communicate how much learning and success have been accomplished.

Recording Student Progress: 
All of my grades are recorded both in my grade book, and in Parent Assist.  Grade information is available to students and parents through the portal:  

https://parents.cms.k12.nc.us/aal_pa/ 

 

Other means of recording and reporting student grades and progress include interim progress reports, quarterly report cards, teacher’s discipline log, periodic student and teacher conferences, teacher and parent conferences, notes home, and telephone calls to parents (positive and negative).



	Extra Assistance: 

· Available by appointment with Ms. Lott, daily – 2nd period and Thursdays after school until 3:30 pm.

* It is the student’s responsibility to let me know if he/she needs to come for extra help.  It is very important that a student does not fall behind, because it is often very difficult to catch up.  Please ask for help before you get behind.

Attendance and Tardy Policy:

Each student is expected to be in class every day on time!  Attendance and tardy policies are listed and explained in the parent-student handbook.  “ON TIME” means in your seat, ready to start when the bell rings.  It does NOT mean running into the room as the bell is ringing!

Make-Up Work Policy: 

It is crucial that missed work be completed promptly to prevent confusion as new material continues to be introduced.  The absence policy outlined in the parent-student handbook will be followed.

 

It is the student’s responsibility to gather all make-up work and complete it in a timely manner (within 5 days of his/her return to school).  Students are allowed to make up work from excused absences only.  Generally tests and quizzes that need to be made up will not be done during class time.  Please arrange to make up tests or quizzes after 2:30 pm (or during 2nd period) if at all possible.

Communication with Parents: 

Parent contact is made regularly, via phone calls, progress reports, report cards, email, and parent conferences as needed.  A log is kept of all parental contact.  I respond promptly to all messages from parents.  Parents may contact me through the school (980-343-6080) or directly via my email address listed at the beginning of this document.

Calculator Misuse:

At  NO TIME will students be allowed to share calculators or other materials when taking a quiz or test.




*Because our primary goal is to maximize student achievement, material may be added, deleted, and/or substituted at the teacher’s discretion based on the individual needs, levels, and learning styles of each class.  Creative projects, written assignments, and supplemental materials may be included also throughout the year as opportunities arise. Please keep in mind that the dates listed are fluid and are subject to change due to school activities, inclement weather, or customizing the pace of the units to the students’ needs.  This is intended as a guide only.

Units of Instruction aligned with Common Core Standards:

	Units
	Standards
	Timeline

	Unit 0 Linear Equations and Proportions
	Common Core Standards

A.CED.2, A.CED.4, A.REI.1
	August 26 ~ September 6

	Unit 1 Functions and Their Graphs Part 1
	Common Core Standards Addressed:  F.BF.1 - 7, F.IF.9, F.LE.1 - 3


	September 9 ~ September 20

	Unit 2 Systems of Equations & Inequalities
	Common Core Standards Addressed:  A.REI.5, A.REI.6, A.REI.11, A.REI.12, A.CED.3


	September 23 ~ October 4

	Unit 3 Descriptive Statistics
	Common Core Standards Addressed:  S.ID.1, S.ID.2, S.ID.5, S.ID.6, S.ID.7, S.ID.8, S.ID.9


	October 7 ~ October 15

	Unit 4 Expressions & Equations
	Common Core Standards Addressed:  A.CED.1, A.CED.2, A.CED.3, A.CED.4, A.SSE.1, A.SSE.2, A.SSE.3, A.APR.1, A.REI.1, A.REI.3, A.REI.4, N.Q.1, N.Q.2, N.Q.3, N.RN.1, N.RN.2


	October 16 ~ October 21

October 24 ~ November 27

	MIDTERM
	MIDTERM
	October 22 Review

October 23 MIDTERM

	Unit 5 Functions & Their Graphs Part 2
	Common Core Standards Addressed: F.IF.4, F.IF.5, F.IF.6, F.IF.7, F.IF.8, F.IF.9, F.BF.1, F.BF.2, F.BF.3, F.LE.3


	November 28 ~ December 13

	Unit 6 Connecting Geometry & Algebra
	Common Core Standards Addressed: G.CO.1, G.GMD.1, G.GMD.3, G.GPE.4, G.GPE.5, G.GPE.6, G.GPE.7


	December 16 ~ December 18


*Return this Last page to Ms. Lott

Student Name:__________________________

Address: _______________________________ Zip Code_________________

E-mail address:_____________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number:__________________________ (please print clearly)

at work? Phone_________________ Ask For_______________

at home? Phone_________________ Ask For______________

Identify the most convenient time and method for me to contact you and your student?

Phone at work

yes   or   no

If yes, what Time(s) ____________________ 

Phone at home

yes    or   no

If yes, what Time(s) _____________________

E-mail


yes    or   no

Action Needed: 

Please send an email so I can add your name to my contact list.
Please include the following:
1) The student’s name.

2) The names of parents/guardians.

3) Email address of parents/guardians

4) Any additional email addresses where you would like to receive information.

Your answers to the following questions about available technology will help me to know what resources your student has access to so that I can best meet his/her needs.  

Does your student have access to the following technology at home?


1) Computer with printer
Yes
No 

2) Internet
Yes
No 

3) Graphing Calculator 
Yes
No 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s)Name(s):______________________________________________

Relationship(s) to Student:_________________________________________________

Signature(s):____________________________________________________________

Thank you!  I look forward to working with you and your student this year.  

Ms. Lott

Comments from parent:





























